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post-war that Elli
1947-52 and 1956-
In appraising Ellington’s inexhaustible and unequalled
ork, many, if not most, of the singers Duke
ton employed and, for that matter, most of the songs

r Petrillo, President of the
n Federation of Musicians.
e vocal sides recorded
ved most durable

To Him), Maybe | Should Change My

Fasy. The remaining songs in these autum

largely novelties, though none so obscure as 0
vocalists who sang them. With the exception of sometime

singer and fellow bandleader Woody Herman wh
st on / Fell And Broke My Heart (another alternate
r and violin soloist with the
other vocalists on

Sho ange
his sounds dated even by the standards of th
dance band era. In contrast, the three songs recorded by

Whilst that
Dolores

ove Easy, Once
d A Woman and
ker retired

and The Fat Tues
Another female vocalist whose
with the Ellington orchestra was only brief but
endured within the entertainment industry for the
f orty years in cabarets and bars

mos
due to her

f this album. Indeed, the later years of the 19505 seem

light years away from the late forties. The contrast is

stark: now the singer is absolutely front and centre, the

orchestra more a

mpaniment (though given th




characterful nature of the ranks of the Ellington band,
‘accomplice’ would be a better word). Ozzie Bailey's
performance (on the number Pomegranate, excised from
ADrum Is A Woman and Billy Strayhorn's exquisite
Your Love Has Fadea) is the one perhaps most
reminiscent of the dance band days but the
recordings are about Jimmy Grissom, his
successor Milt Grayson and Lil Greenwood in
ways in which the records of the swing era
were never about the boy and girl singers
My Heart, My Mind, My Everything, Hand Me
Down Love, Walkin' And Singin’ The Blues are
the self-aggrandizing, aggressively rhythmic
products of the era of rock and roll. They
are singular products of a universe
parallel to the great instrumental
albums Duke Ellington and Billy
Strayhorn were otherwise
creating.
Three delicious [ 45ppy
extras on the theme
of vocal rarities are
included here, including
two songs from Ellington
himself. Recorded privately
at a party sometime in late
January 1950, I'm Afraid 0f Loving
You Too Much (an uncharacteristically
vulnerable performance) and Joog Joog are proof
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beyond peradventure that as a singer, Duke El
an excellent piano player. And the collection conc
with unassailable evidence that this was
the era of the superior singer with a
rare performance recorded live
and lovingly restored of Love
You Madly from The Bi
Show of '51 tour, Duke
Ellington and His Orchestra
backing Nat ‘King' Cole
&.&?j and Sarah Vaughan.
The last word, as
ever, should go to Duke.
In one of the obituaries
for Lloyd Oldham in 2020,
the writer quotes Ellington as
saying of his vocalists: “We have
been extremely lucky with our singers. Each
seemed to join us at the time when what
they were doing with songs was just right
for the places we were playing. They are
virtually a story on their own.”
This is their story.
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1. WOMEN, WOMEN, WOMEN (alt tk)
2. MAYBE | SHOULD CHANGE MY WAYS (alt tk)
3. PUT YOURSELF IN MY PLACE BABY
4. | FELL AND BROKE MY HEART (alt tk)
5. ANTIDISESTABLISHMENTARIANISMIST (alt tk)
6. YOU GOTTA CRAWL
BEFORE YOU WALK (alt tk)
7. KITTY (alt tk)
8. TAKE LOVE EASY (alt tk)
9. ONCE UPON A DREAM (alt tk)
10. AWOMAN AND A MAN
11. THE GREATEST THERE IS (alt tk)
12. BLUES AT SUNDOWN (alt th)
13. AZALEA
14 SOMETHING TO LIVE FOR
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15. 1 LOVE MY LOVIN’ LOVER (alt tk)
16. POMEGRANATE
17. ROCK CITY ROCK
18. YOUR LOVE HAS FADED
19. MY HEART, MY MIND, MY EVERYTHING
20. TOGETHER
21. DUKE'S PLACE
22. HAND ME DOWN LOVE
23. WALKIN AND SINGIN’ THE BLUES
24. LOST IN LOVELINESS
25. ONE MORE ONCE
26. LOVE YOU MADLY
21.I'Nt AFRAID OF LOVING YOU TOO MUCH
28.1006 J00G
29 LOVE YOU MADLY
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